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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is in response to the amendment filed 27 May 2004. Claim 
17 has been amended. Claims 1-24, 31-48, and 51-55 are pending in this case. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1,9, 14, 31, 36, 41, and 51 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Weinreich et al (US 6,1 75,831 B1) in view of Mandyam et al (US 6,236,989B1). 

5. Regarding claim 1 - 

Weinreich discloses a method of providing a multi-level hierarchical communications 
network comprising the steps of: accessing a network central database; creating a 
networking data set by entering information relating to multiple entities; (Col 2 In 10 - 
col 4 In 37). 

6. Weinreich does not disclose, but Mandyam does, assigning specific access 
rights of varying levels to each entity; storing the information at the database; searching 
the networking data set to identify entities satisfying a specific criteria; and verifying the 
access rights assigned to the entities found in the search result (e.g. col 5 In 5-40). 
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7. Regarding claim 2 - 

Weinreich discloses the method of claim 1 wherein the access rights convey or deny 
access to further database searching (Col 2 In 36-53). 

8. Regarding claim 3 - 

Weinreich discloses the method of claim 1 wherein the access rights comprise at least 
two different security levels (col 2 In 41-46). 

9. Regarding claim 4 - 

Weinreich discloses the method of claim 3 wherein the different security levels are 
associated with unique information relating to each entity (col 2 In 58-63). 

1 0. Regarding claim 5 - 

Weinreich discloses the method of claim 1 further comprising the step of displaying the 
search result (col 2 In 58-63). 

1 1 . Regarding claim 6 - 

Weinreich discloses the method of claim 1 further comprising the step of transmitting 
information to the entities found in the search result (col 3 In 38-50). 

12. Regarding claim 7 - 

Weinreich discloses the method of claim 1 wherein the search result contains 
information relating to entities assigned a specific level access right (col 3 In 38-50). 

1 3. Regarding claim 8 - 

Weinreich discloses the method of claim 1 wherein the information relating to the 
multiple entities is at least one of name, address, date of birth, academic degrees, 
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family tree, employment history, professional organizations, company name, products, 
services, brands, expertise, hobbies and sports interests (col 2 In 58-63). 

14. It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the teachings of 
Weinreich and Mandyam in order to provide a more complete service. 

15. Claims 9-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Weinreich et al (US 6,1 75,831 B1) in view of Mandyam et al (US 6,236,989B1). 

1 6. Regarding claim 9 - 

Weinreich discloses a method of providing a networking database comprising the steps 
of: connecting to a central database; storing multiple user profiles at the central 
database; assigning user access rights to each user profile (Col 2 In 10 - col 4 In 37). 

17. Weinreich does not disclose by Mandyam does, searching network search fields 
associated with each user profile for specific criteria; receiving information regarding 
user profiles related to the specific search criteria; and performing a subsequent 
network search by searching the information received to determine additional user 
profiles (e.g. col 5 In 5-40). 

1 8. Regarding claim 1 0 - 

Weinreich discloses the method of claim 9 wherein the access rights comprise at least 
two different security levels (col 2 In 41-46). 

19. Regarding claim 11 - 

Weinreich discloses the method of claim 9 wherein the different security levels are 
associated with unique information relating to the specific search criteria (col 2 In 41- 
46). 
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20. Regarding claim 12 - 

Weinreich discloses the method of claim 9 further comprising the step of displaying the 
search result from the subsequent network search (col 2 In 58-63). 

21 . Regarding claim 13- 

Weinreich discloses the method of claim 9 wherein the network search fields contain 
information selected from the group consisting of name, address, date of birth, 
academic degree(s), family tree, employment history, professional organizations, 
company name, products, services, brands, hobbies and sports interests (col 2 In 58- 
63). 

22. It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the teachings of 
Weinreich and Mandyam in order to provide a more complete service. 

23. Claims 14-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Weinreich et al (US 6,1 75,831 B1) in view of Mandyam et al (US 6,236,989B1). 

24. Regarding claim 14 - 

Weinreich discloses a method of searching a network database comprising the steps of: 
(a) storing information relating to a first entity in a first network database; (b) storing 
information relating to a second entity in a second network database; (c) assigning 
access rights to the information relating to each entity in the first and second network 
databases; (f) associating a multibridge linking code with the second entity if the entity 
has criteria matching the specific data requirement from the second search; (g) 
retrieving the specific data by using the multibridge linking code; (h) establishing contact 
with the entity (Col 2 In 10 - col 4 In 37). 
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25. Weinreich does not disclose, but Mandyam does, searching the first network 
database for specific data relating to the first entity; searching the second network 
database for the specific data requirement if the search of the first network database 
does not find criteria matching the specific data requirement (e.g. col 5 In 5-40). 

26. Regarding claim 1 5 - 

Weinreich discloses the method of claim 14 wherein the multibridge linking code grants 
the privilege to access further information relating to each entity in the second group 
(col 3 In 17-31). 

27. Regarding claim 16 - 

Weinreich discloses the method of claim 14 wherein the multibridge linking codes are 
time bound codes (col 3 In 17-31). 

28. Regarding claim 1 7 - 

Weinreich discloses the method of claim 14 wherein the multibridge linking codes are at 
least one of alphanumeric, symbols and icons (col 7 In 55-65). 

29. Regarding claim 18 - 

Weinreich discloses the method of claim 14 wherein the multibridge linking codes are 
randomly assigned (col 7 In 55-65). 

30. Regarding claim 19 - 

Weinreich discloses the method of claim 14 wherein the method of establishing contact 
is by at least one of telephone, e-mail, mail, wireless communication device and the 
Internet (col 4 In 25-31). 

31 . Regarding claim 20 - 
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Weinreich discloses the method of claim 19 wherein a contact message is auto- 
forwarded to the entity (col 3 In 4-16). 

32. Regarding claim 21 - 

Weinreich discloses the method of claim 14 further comprising the step of searching the 
second network database for the specific data requirement even if the search of the first 
network database results in finding criteria matching the specific data requirement (col 
7 In 55-65). 

33. Regarding claim 22 - 

Weinreich discloses the method of claim 14 wherein the first entity and the second 
entity each comprise at least one individual (col 2 In 36-41). 

33. Regarding claim 23 - 

Weinreich discloses the method of claim 14 wherein the first entity and the second 
entity each comprise at least one Industry or Company (col 2 In 36-41 ). 

34. Regarding claim 24 - 

Weinreich discloses the method of claim 21 further comprising the step of storing 
information relating to a variable number of entities in a variable number of network 
databases and repeating steps (c) - (i) for entities having criteria matching the specific 
data requirement (col 2 In 36-41 ). 

35. It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the teachings of 
Weinreich and Mandyam in order to provide a more complete service. 

36. Claims 31-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Weinreich et al (US 6,1 75,831 B1) in view of Mandyam et al (US 6,236,989B1). 
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378. Regarding claim 31 - 

Weinreich discloses a network database system comprising: means for storing 
information relating to a first entity in a first network central database; means for storing 
information relating to a second entity in a second network central database; means for 
assigning access rights to the information relating to each entity in the first and second 
network databases;; means for associating a multibridge linking code with each 
individual in the second group; and means for retrieving the specific data by using the 
multibridge linking code (Col 2 In 10 - col 4 In 37). 

38. Weinreich does not disclose but Mandyam does means for searching the first 
network database for the specific data relating to the first entity; means for searching 
the second network database for the specific data requirement if the search of the first 
network does not find criteria matching the specific data requirement (e.g. col 5 In 5-40). 

39. Regarding claim 32 - 

Weinreich discloses the system of claim 31 wherein the multibridge linking code grants 
the privilege to access further information relating to the second entity (col 3 In 17-31). 

40. Regarding claim 33 - 

Weinreich discloses the system of claim 31 wherein the multibridge linking codes are 
time bound codes (col 3 In 17-31). 

41 . Regarding claim 34 - 

Weinreich discloses the system of claim 31 wherein the multibridge linking codes are at 
least one of alphanumeric, symbols and icons (col 7 In 55-65). 

42. Regarding claim 35 - 
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Weinreich discloses the method of claim 31 wherein the multibridge linking codes are 
randomly assigned (col 7 In 55-65). 

43. It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the teachings of 
Weinreich and Mandyam in order to provide a more complete service. 

44. Claims 36-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Weinreich et al (US 6,1 75,831 B1) in view of Mandyam et al (US 6,236,989B1). 

45. Regarding claim 36 - 

Weinreich discloses a system for providing a networking database comprising: means 
for connecting to a central database; means for storing multiple user profiles at the 
central database; means for assigning user access rights to each user profile (Col 2 In 
10 -col 4 In 37). 

46. Weinreich does not discloses, but Mandyam does, means for searching network 
search fields associated with each user profile for specific criteria; means for receiving 
information regarding user profiles related to the specific search criteria; and means for 
performing a subsequent network search by searching the information received to 
determine additional user profiles (e.g. col 5 In 5-40). 

47. Regarding claim 37 - 

Weinreich discloses the system of claim 36 wherein the access rights comprise at least 
two different security levels (col 2 In 41-46). 

48. Regarding claim 38 - 
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Weinreich discloses the system of claim 36 wherein the different security levels are 
associated with unique information relating to the specific search criteria (col 2 In 58- 
63). 

49. Regarding claim 39 - 

Weinreich discloses the system of claim 36 further comprising the step of displaying the 
search result (col 2 In 58-63). 

50. Regarding claim 40 - 

Weinreich discloses the system of claim 36 wherein the network search fields contain 
information selected from the group consisting of name, address, date of birth, 
academic degrees, family tree, employment history, professional organizations, 
company name, products, services, brands, hobbies and sports interests (col 2 In 58- 
63). 

51 . It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the teachings of 
Weinreich and Mandyam in order to provide a more complete service. 

52. Claims 41-48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Weinreich et al (US 6,1 75,831 B1) in view of Mandyam et al (US 6,236,989B1). 

53. Regarding claim 41 - 

Weinreich discloses a communications network comprising: means for accessing a 
network central database; means for creating a networking data set by entering 
information relating to multiple entities; means for assigning specific access rights of 
varying levels to each entity; means for storing the information at the database (Col 2 In 
10 -col 4 In 37). 
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54. Weinreich does not disclose, but Mandyam does, means for searching the 
networking data set to identify entities satisfying a specific criteria; and means for 
verifying the access rights assigned to the entities found in the search result (e.g. col 5 
In 5-40). 

55. Regarding claim 42 - 

Weinreich discloses the network of claim 41 wherein the access rights convey or deny 
access to further database searching (col 2 In 41-46). 

56. Regarding claim 43 - 

Weinreich discloses the network of claim 41 wherein the access rights comprise at least 
two different security levels (col 2 In 41-46). 

57. Regarding claim 44 - 

Weinreich discloses the network of claim 43 wherein the different security levels are 
associated with unique information relating to each entity (col 2 In 58-63). 

58. Regarding claim 45 - 

Weinreich discloses the network of claim 41 further comprising the step of displaying 
the search result (col 2 In 58-63). 

59. Regarding claim 46 - 

Weinreich discloses the network of claim 41 further comprising the step of transmitting 
information to the entities found in the search result (col 3 In 38-50). 

60. Regarding claim 47 - 

Weinreich discloses the network of claim 41 wherein the search result contains 
information relating to entities assigned a specific level access right (col 3 In 38-50). 
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61 . Regarding claim 48 - 

Weinreich discloses the network of claim 41 wherein the information relating to multiple 
entities is selected from the group consisting of name, address, date of birth, academic 
degrees, family tree, employment history, professional organizations, company name, 
products, services, brands, hobbies and sports interests (col 2 In 58-63). 

62. It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the teachings of 
Weinreich and Mandyam in order to provide a more complete service. 

63. Claims 51-55 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Weinreich et al (US 6,1 75,831 B1 ) in view of Mandyam et al (US 6,236,989B1). 

64. Regarding claim 51 - 

Weinreich discloses a method of optimizing networking capability comprising the steps 
of: providing a networking database comprised of information relating to multiple 
entities; assigning a multibridge linking code to each entity found during the search that 
has criteria matching the specific data requirement; creating a hierarchical chain 
between each entity found during the search; assigning a key to represent all the 
multibridge linking codes that have been assigned during the search; configuring the 
key to be passed between each entity in the hierarchical chain; using the key to contact 
the first entity in the hierarchical chain found during the search; using the key to contact 
the next entity in the hierarchical chain found during the search; wherein each entity in 
the hierarchical chain decides whether to forward the key to the subsequent entity in the 
hierarchical chain (Col 2 In 10 - col 4 In 37). 
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65. Weinreich does not disclose, but Mandyam does, searching the networking 
database for specific data relating to the entities (e.g. col 5 In 5-40). 

66. Regarding claim 52 - 

Weinreich discloses the method of claim 51 wherein each entity in the hierarchical chain 
conveys or denies access to their information by not using the key to contact a 
subsequent entity (col 2 In 49-53). 

67. Regarding claim 53 - 

Weinreich discloses the method of claim 51 wherein the key is configured to be time 
bound (col 3 In 17-31). 

68. Regarding claim 54 - 

Weinreich discloses the method of claim 51 wherein the key is configured to be at least 
one of alphanumeric, symbols and icons (col 3 In 17-31). 

69. Regarding claim 55 - 

Weinreich discloses the method of claim 51 wherein the key is randomly assigned (col 7 
In 55-65). 

70. It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the teachings of 
Weinreich and Mandyam in order to provide a more complete service. 

71 . Examiner's note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in 
the references as applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings in the art and are 
applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures 
may be applied as well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant, in preparing the 




• 



Application/Control Number: 09/901,630 



Page 14 



Art Unit: 3621 

responses, to fully consider the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part 
of the claimed invention as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art 
or disclosed by the examiner. 



72. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cristina O Sherr whose telephone number is 703-305- 
0625. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8:30 to 5:00. 

73. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Trammell can be reached on 703-305-9768. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

74. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-2 17-91 97 ftolMree). 



Conclusion 
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